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From the President...

San Antonio is placed on the map in the exoct spot
where a blessed city might choose to be.

Naomi Shihab Nye, The Texas Humanist, 1984

Welcome to a year of confluence. The Witte
Museum, along with collaborative partners, has been
working on two exhibitions for several years in
anticipation of the Tricentennial of San Antonio:
Gathering at the Waters: 12,000 Years of People and
Confluence and Culture: 300 Years of San Antonio
History. We are grateful to the John L. Santikos
Charitable FoundationTexas A&M San Antonio, the
San Antonio River Authority and Elizabeth and
Robert L. Lende for support and insight. San
Antonio is your city and this is your story.

The Curators for the Gathering at the Waters exhibition are anthropologists, Curator of
Archeology Dr. Harry Shafer and Curator of Anthropology and Health Dr. Bryan Bayles. Curators
for the Confluence and Culture are historians, Curator of Texas History Bruce Shackelford and
Historian Dr. Andres Tijerina. These curators are creating galleries from a series of community
conversations that have been conducted over the past several years.

Years ago, | asked San Antonio poet Naomi Shihab Nye to write an article on this city in an issue
of the Texas Humanist on “New Frontiers.” Less an article than an ode, Naomi made a case for
San Antonio being a “City of Hearts” with “pockets of neighborhoods” and “legends that live in
every crack” with the “river itself a hub and a heart.”

As the steward of hundreds of thousands of artifacts given over nine decades, the Witte Museum
has the evidence of these legends, neighborhoods, and certainly of the river “asa hub and a
heart” along with the creek ways through the oasis we call San Antonio. We have prehistoric
artifacts from the people of 12,000 years, and we have historic artifacts from Spanish founding to
contemporary machinery and art.

The Confluence and Culture exhibition grapples with what has made this city, not triumphantly,
but certainly fluidly, from a series of bloody conflicts in the 19th century to the creation of a
military city under many flags - San Antonio history is potently complex. The gallery names alone
signal this complexity: Cacophony, Mission, Tejano, Military, Industrialization and Expansion and
Modern.

To help with the thick nature of the stories, we will be debuting augmented reality, a giant
city-planning interactive, gallery theater presentations and demonstrations, and multi-media
presentations. Throughout the year, we hope you will join us for evening presentations and family
days as we deep dive into our shared heritage.

To ensure that these stories are relevant today, you will be part of the unfolding of the
Confluence. We will be asking you to share your stories in a new and vibrant display, so that you
too will be part of the legacy of Tricentennial.
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" The Whtte Museum promotes IHelong learning through
/ Innovative exhibiions, programs and collactiona In natural
history, sclence and South Texas herltega.

Marise McDermott
President & CEO
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Blson bones at the headvwaters of the San Antonlo River

ﬁATHEHlN at THE WATERS

~—===—-12,000 Years of People ===

Presanted by
IS SAN ANTONIO
RIVER AUTHORITY
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by Dr. Harry Shafer,
Curator of Archaeclogy, Witte Museum

The San Antonio River watershed attracted human
groups since the time they first entered what we now
call Texas. Throughout prehistory these groups of
people were hunters and gatherers who lived a mobile
lifeway, albeit tetherad to the waters. Their story is told
by the artifacts they left behind, including: stone
artifacts, animal bones, remains of their campsites and
earth ovens, and sacred burial sites.

These nomadic people came and went depending on
the climate and environment that graduslly changed
over time, The climate changed from moist to dry and
from cold to warm conditions, affecting how plants and
animals tock advantage of the resources around them.

In Gathering at the Waters: 12,000 Years of People,
visitors experience various artifacts and original
paintings by artist Frank Weir to illustrate the lives of
the 12,000 years of people who inhabited the land we
now call San Antonio. Visitors will continue their
experience in the Kittie West Nelson Ferguson People
of the Pecos Gallery.

Gathering at the Walers: 12,000 Years of Peopie is presented
by the San Antonio River Authority and is generously
supported by a grant from the John L Santikos Charitable
Foundation of the San Antonio Area Foundation, Elizabeth
and Robert R. Lende, and the City of San Antonio
Department of Arts & Culture.

Gathering at the Waters: 12,000 Years of People
January 13 - July 1, 2018
Changing Exhibition Gallery
Included with museum admission
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Your Story, Your Gity, at Your WITTE

We are so pleased to provide details of the spectacular
exhibition, Confluence and Culture: 300 Years of San Antonio
History, in the pages that follow. The exhibition’s power is the
interactivity and theater in seven immersive galleries:
Cacophony, Frontera, Missions, Tejano, Military,
Expansion/Industrialization and Modern City. Each gallery
makes a case for San Antonio as legendary and complesx, and
entire exhibition reveals San Antonio as the hub of the frontier
under many flags over three centuries.

The Witte hosted a series of colloguiums over the past three
years, with scholars, archivists and community leaders. Five
key questions were developed by the participants, which
formed the concepts within the galleries. We asked Dr. Andres
Tijerina, renowned Tejano scholar, to join Witte Curator Bruce
Shackelford to develop the content for the exhibition, with the

community narratives as central to the development.

Fortunately, the Witte Museum has an cutstanding history
collection, including Spanish colonial artifacts, maps and
textiles, historie paintings, Davy Crockett’s fiddle, the keys to
the Alamo, photographs and artifacts from the Tejano ers,
social justice photographs and memorabilia, HemisFair and
Battle of Flowers archives, among hundreds of others that will
help illuminate the history of San Antonio.

Each gallery includes amazing interactives, where you can
virtually create San Antonio as a Spanish eity, actually build
Mission Espada, enter a Jacal, encounter a Chili Queen
preparing food for market, and trigger an augmented reality
Battle of the Alamo.

We are especially pleased to note that a new gallery theater
presentation will debut, bringing to life the story of Junteenth,
by award winning playwright Eugene Lee. This play will join
several other gallery presentations scheduled throughout the
Tricentennial year, including 1828: A Conversation Between
Wars and La Chili Queen y El Serrano.

We are grateful to John L. Santikos Charitable Foundation and
the Tricentennial Commiseion, which committed early on to
underwrite Confluence and Culture: 300 Years of San Antonio
History. We also thank Texas A&M University at San Antonio
for early and sustained support, both financial and scholarly.
And, we would also like to thank Mary West and Richard
Traylor and the Dickson-Allen Foundation for sponsoring
student field trips.

Join us to experience your story, your ecity, at your Witte
Museum.
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John L Santikos Charitable Foundation

The Tricentennial at
the Witte Museum

by Bruce Shackelford

Curator of South Texas Heritage, Witte Museum

On March 3rd, 2018, the Witte Museum will open
Confluence and Culture: 300 Years of San Antonio
History Presented by the John L. Santikos Charitable
Foundation. This Tricentennial experience will
chronicle over 300 years of the city’s history, beginning
before the founding of Mission San Antonio de Valero in
1718, through the present time and even forecasting the
future. Artifacts and images, some never on display
before, two new theater presentations and interactive
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components will tell the story of the city. Watch the
dramatic, newly produced opening film in the Gates
Mineral Company Orientation Theater to start your
journey through three centuries of history.

Confluence and Culture will open with a gallery
experience unlike any before at the Witte as sounds and
images of the City of San Antonio surround visitors
upon entry. Awash in centuries of San Antonio history,
the visitor will enter the next gallery, showing the San
Antonio river valley as it was when the Spanish
entradas, or expeditions, first arrived in the 1690s and
early 1700s. Artifacts carried by Franciscan friars and
soldiers will be exhibited along with the some of the
earliest known Spanish and French maps of the area.

Learn about the construction of the missions and work
on a mission wall, Hands-on exhibits will show how San
Fernando de Béxar, the first civil settlement in Texas was
designed according to Spanish rules by the newly
arrived Canary Islanders. Record books of the 1700s
from Mission San Antonio de Valero and San Fernando
Church, will be on display as well as other artifacts and
art from the mission period of Spanish Texas.




Tejanos and the skills they brought to the frontera, or
frontier, will be shown using artifacts and images from a LON ENCE AND & RE
number of collections. Tejano social life and the conflicts “?:EE!L‘,
they fought defending their way of life will demonstrate how

Tejanos created the culture that San Antonio and much of

Texas is based on today.

How San Antonio became Military City USA will be traced
with a timeline using historic artifacts and images from the
Texas Revolution to World War 1. The story of the most
important event of the Texas Revolution, the Siege of the
Alamo, will be told using a large model of Béxar with
augmented reality programming along with David
Crockett’s iddle and the U.S. Army keys to the Alamo.

See how San Antonio grew into the largest city in Texas, San
Antonio’s rapid industrial development and expansion
started in the 1850s will be told with dozens of historic
artifacts including the wedding dress of a formerly enslaved
African American woman and a 1906 electric automobile
that caused the first auto/pedestrian accident in downtown
San Antonio. Images and films will track San Antonic’s large
population increase and industrial and business expansion
from statehood until the early 20th century.

What happened in the 20th century? San Antonians
changed ideas and lives through social activism and set
higher goals for the city, the state and the nation. These
goals and achievements still stand true today and forecast
the future of the seventh largest city in the United States -
San Antonio.

Confluence and Culture: 300 Years of
San Antonio History is presented by
the John L. Santikos Charitable
Foundation, a fund of the San Antonio
Area Foundation, and generously
supported by Texas A&M
University-San Antonio. The
Tricentennial Speakers Conference is
generously supported by the James R.
Dougherty, Jr. Foundation;
HumanitiesTexas, John and Florence
Newman Foundaticn, Jill Rosenthal,
The Summerlee Foundation, the
Rachel and Ben Vaughan Foundation,
Veltri and Velasquez Wealth
Management of Wells Fargo Advisors,
San Antonio.

Confluence and Culture: 300 Years of San
Antonic History
March 3, 2018 - January B, 2019
Kathleen and Curtis Gunn Gallery
Tickets available at wwwWitteMuseum.org
Free for members March 3-4
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The Heart of
the Birth of Texas

by Andrés Tijerina, Ph.D.

Visitors to the San Antonio Tricentennial Exhibition at the
Witte Museum will get to see the actual artifacts and
documents of Texas art and San Antonio history. That’s the
Witte standard of excellence that members and visitors have
come to expect of the Witte. The real objects. Original
documents and maps, and a fascinating story.

‘When they walk through the “Confluence and Culture: 300
Years of San Antonio History” exhibition, visitors will take away
two important themes. The first is that San Antonio really was
at the very heart of the birth of Texas. The Spanish Province of
Texas was founded in 1718 along with San Antonic de Béxar and
the Alamo (initially Mission Valerc). They will see that Texas
independence began when Tejanos first declared it in 1813 here
in San Antonio, just before fighting a Spanish army a few miles
to the south in the famous Battle of Medina. And, of course,
visitors will see documents and artifacts on the Battle of the

Alamo—the point of no return in the Texas Revolution and in
the birth of a Texan.

The other main theme in the Witte’s Tricentennial Exhibition is
that San Antonio truly is one of America’s unique and
wonderful cities. Undeniably. Thousands will come to San
Antonic to enjoy a pleasant evening on the Riverwalk for the
Christmas holidays. Here they can tour all the original Spanish
missions that have the UNESCO designation of World Heritage
Site. Strolling through the Witte exhibition, visitors will see the
history of the riverwalk, the missions, and the military bases
that expanded industry and the urban middle class. They will
see why we say that in San Antonio, history is genealogy. The
historic Mavericks, the Guenthers, and Navarros are still in the
San Antonio phone directory today. The mission Indians are
not only in the hearts of modern San Antcnio residents, they're
in the DNA of many residents. San Antonio really is unique.



The fve historic sections for the Tricentennial
Exhibition will depiet not only the artifacts of the
original San Antonio miesions, but the actual Libro de
Bautismos founding document written and signed by
Fr. Antonio Olivares who founded the Alamo as
Misién Valero in 1718. Visitors will be looking at San
Antonio’s Birth Certificate in person. They'll see all
the original Tejano artifacte that modern Texans brag
about today—the boots, the saddles, the spurs (Go
Spurs), the Longhorns (Hook ‘em). And they'll see the
deep roots of military presence, still seen any day in
downtown and across San Antonio. Not just the
Blamo, but the artifacts of Ft. Sam's cavalry history
and the frst military aireraft.

Three hundred years is a lot of history, but
Tricentennial visitors can see it all in one place at the
Witte.

Real Texas. Unique San Antonio. In the Witte's
superb combination of art, history and fasecinating
technology.
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Enter the Mission Era and learn how the foundation of San
Artonio was developed from the beginning and then put
your knowledge to the test at the Building the City
interactivel Early San Antonic was built to represent a
Spanish colonial town with a compaet layout, a main plaza,
and a city layout.

Jacal

Explore a Jacal, or thatched wattle-and-daub hut, in the
Tejano gallery. Learn the historical significance of these
early homes and about the people that dwelled in them.

1764
Manchaca

Map

Bucket Interactive
Exhibit

Mill Madel

Town Bu1|d|ng

Artifact
Case
Panoramic
Mission

Mural Wall

Painting

24" high rail

Market Plaza

Mural

Tejano

Alamo

Facade

24:24" caze

Miche Cazes

Battle of the Alamo Interactive

See the Battle of the Alamo come alive with 360-degree
battle sequences that lad up to the hnsl assault on tha
Alamo. Grab your phons, or rent an iPad and watch events
take place as six historical figures emerge from the
dicrama tell the story of the Alame in a way you have to sea
to balieva!

Digit




Digital Mural

21‘6"

Frontera Gallery

The Frontera was established by the Spaniards to protect
New Spain, later Mexico, from French explorers, Apache
and Comanche raiders, and American adventurers from
the English colonies. Explore artifacts and paintings from
the pivotal era in San Antonic's history and learn how the
Frontern set the stage for San Antonio as it is today.
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I nd [§] sl‘ria I iza‘l‘i [¢] s Ml Experience a multi-sansory environment that will immerse

you in the marny voicss, images and endless poesibilities

o =8 for historical interpretation. Listen, watch, and experience

204 BN {he aonflict and confluence of the mary cultures that create
San Antonio.

Electric

See a 1906 electric car that was irvolved in the first vehicle
vs pedastrian accident on Alamo Plaza. The owner of the

car, Mrs, Vanderhoeven, vowed to never drive again and

the car remained out of site in pristine condition.




WORLD DEBUT
Eugene Lee: Jumping into Juneteenth

by Christina Cate, Director of Play

For over 30 years, Gallery Theater at the Witte Museum has brought galleries to life through cowboys, chili
queens and even a full sized, adolescent T, rex! To enhance the Tricentennial experience, the tradition continues
with a brand new work written especially for the Witte by nationally renowned playwright and performer, Eugene
Lee,

Eugene Lee has worked with theatre companies around the world including the renowned Negro Ensemble
Company in New York, performing in the Pulitzer Prize winning “A Soldier’s Play” and numerous other works. His
journsy includes work at stages such as True Colors in Atlanta, the Huntington Theater in Boston and the
Pittsburgh Playwrights’ Theatre, Mark Taper Forum in Los Angeles and Crossroads Theatre in New Jersey. He is
Eugene Lee considered a “Wilsonian Warrior” for his work in the plays of August Wilson, including the Broadway production
of “Gem of the Ocean”. He has performed in eight of Wilson’s 10 cycle plays and recently in August Wilson's final

autobiographical one-man play, “How I Learned What I Learned”, Mr, Lee currently serves as Artist in Residence and Artistic Director of the
Black and Latino Playwright's Conference at Texas State University.

Uniquely for the Witte, Mr. Lee is bringing to life the San Antonio
stories of Juneteenth, from the moment the proclamation was first a e r
read on June 19, 1885 all the way through today. Mr. Lee’s characters

will bring museum visitors on a journey of how Juneteenth shaped

our city and Texas as we know it today. Don’t miss what is sure to be
another gem of a play added to the already rich offering of

performances you will experience during 2018 at the Witte Museumn.

JUNETEENTH (Working Title)

Torti“as’ Trading and All 1636: A Moment Between Wars
Things Tricentennial! Lot ueny i e

by Amy Mitchell, Director of Education Vaquero y Cowboy:
A Campfire Conversation

The Witte’s Department of Public Programs is excited for 2018 and
educators have besn hard at work creating an exciting lineup of
school programs, Super Saturday activities, and immersive evening experiences to celebrate the 300th anniversary of San Antonio.

With the opening of Gathering at the Waters: 12,000 Years of People in January, students in grades 4~7 will be able to experience what brought
people to this area in a program titled Gathering at the Waters. Students will participate in a trade fair, working together to find the natural
resources to meet the needs of people living along the San Antonio River thousands of years ago, using evidence from the exhibition as a guide. In
March we will debut Tortillas: A San Antonic Story. Students in grades 4-7 will discover the history of San Antonio’s foodways in the Tricentennial
exhibition Confiuence and Culture: 300 Years of San Antonio History, followed by a visit to the H-E-B Body Adventure Powered by University Health
System to develop their culinary skills making our city’s most famous flathread, the tortills, in the Children’s Hospital of San Antonio
Demonstration Kitchen

Super Saturdays in July, October, and December will take on a unique San Antonio flair in 2018, A Chili Queen’s rebozo is made up of many threads,
just like the story of San Antonio, Every tale adds a different color to the vibrant tapestry that is our city. Celebrate 300 years of stories, history, and
traditions on July 14 at Super Saturday: Stories of San
Antonic. Celebrate Archaeology Month at Super
Saturday: 4th Annual Can You Dig It? on October 13.
Museum visitors will experience how historical
archaeology helpe us understand about the people of
the not too distant past and can dive trowel first into
300 years of San Antonio archaeclogical history at the
Witte. To wrap up the year, we will bundle up for a
special Tricentennial edition of Super Saturday: Texas
Holiday Traditions on December 8, featuring the
Witte's very own La Tamalada.




CONFERENCE

March 23 & 24, 2018
The goal of the Witte Museum Tricentennial Spealers Conference is to explora the
environment, people, and traditions that formed San Antonio into the complex, vibrant site
of confluence that remains to this day. In the two days of tha conference, scholars and experts
on various facets of San Antonio history will present newly found evidence that further
illuminates the understandings of San Antonic's past — a linear trail of the exigancies,
trends, and technologies that combined to form the city's present blend of cultures and

traditions.

Session 1 845 - 945

Panel 1 The Land of Water

Panel 2: Anclent Béxar Settlements

Session 21000 - 11

Panel & Who Met the Spanish: Contact and
Missions

Panel 2: Family Life in the 1700's

Session 3 11015 - 1215

Panel 1 San Antonio Confluence

Panel 2: Stone and Water. The Making of San
Antonio

Luncheon Lectune: 12:30

Neaw Discoveries: Lifie in the Missions
Presentation by Blanca Lopez de Mariscal &
Paloma Vargas, Profesora, Tecnolégico de
Monteray

Samsdon 4 L45 - 245

Panel : Bloodiest Battle in Tesas History
Panel 2: Building San Antonic

Sesslon g3 -4

Panel 1: Telanos In the Rise of the Republic
Panel 2; The Cultural Mix

Session §: 4115 - 530

Panel The Alamo

Session: 7: 530 -6:30

Tour of Exhibit by Bruce Shackelford and
Andrés Tijerina ;

Sassion 8: 900 - 10:00

Panel 1 Cattle Drives

Panel 2 Family Life in the 1800's

Session g: 10015 - 1145

Panel 1: Rise of Commerce in San Antonio
Panel 2 Civil War in San Antonio

Session 10: 11:30 — 12:30

Panel £ Culinary Co

Panel 2 Modem Multilingual Print & Television
Luncheon Lecture: 12:30

The Honorabls Joe R Siraus

Session 11: 200 - 300

Panel ©: San Antonic’s Music for the People
Panel 21 Mexdcan Revolution depends on San
Artonio

Sesslon 12: 3715 - 4115

Panel 1 The World Wars and San Antonlo
Panel z: Pecans, People, and Chvil Rights

Sponsored by:
JamMes R. DOUGHERTY, Jr. FOUNDATION
HumaNiTIESTEXAS

JEFFERSON Bank

JoHN aND FLoRENCE NEWMAN FOUNDATION

JiLL ROSENTHAL
THE SUMMERLEE FOUNDATION
RACHEL AND BEN VAUGHAN FOUNDATION

VELTRI AND VELASQUEZ WEALTH MANAGEMENT OF

WELLS FARGO ADVISORS, SAN ANTONIO

Conversalions

CONFLUENCE

The Story of San cnborio

Starting in February visitors can join
Witte educators and curators for
Conversations of Confluence: The Story of
San Antonio, an interactive experience
that begins 12,000 years ago and leads us
through our cacophonous history,
locking through the eves of generations
of peopla who called San Antonio home,

February 7 - Be a part of The Ogasis,
discovering how the Pavaya people
interacted with the region’s natural
resources, climate, and topography.

April 4 - Be a part of The Encounter,
exploring the meeting of the Payaya and
the Spaniards on the land we now know as
San Antonio.

July 18 - Experience The Confrontations,
and uncover the conflict that lead to the
Battle of Medina, and later to the
infamous Battle of the Alamo.

QOctober 3 - Discover The Confluence, a
conversation about the many stories and
voices that make the San Antonio we
know today the Future City, a city on the

rise.

For Pricing information and Tickets, visit www.WitteMuseum.org

Connecting Texas: 300 Years of Trails, Rails, and Roads

From the earliest foot paths to modem highways, people have traversed Texas to make connections.
Historic maps provide a glimpse into these journeys. Explore how early Texas trails brought peoples
and cultures into contact and conflict and served as the lifeline of remote colonies and supported an

often-unsteady economy.

During the 19th century, populdation increase, political upheaaval, and wars crected connections from
onhe end of the state to the other After the Civil War, railroads became a major catalyst in the
modemization and industrialization of Texas. By the mid-20th century, highway systems connected
the state to more places than ever before.

Learn about this pivotal part of Texas history with the cartographic resources of the Texas General -
Land Office at the Witte Museum and discover how Texas and Texans have connected over the last 300 Years.

Connecting Texas: 300 Years of Trails, Roils, and Roods
February - September 2018 | Russell Hill Rogers Texas Art Gallery
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Spend your 2018
Spring Break and Summer
at the Witte!

Cost
$330/week, $75/day for members
$380/week, $85/day for non-members
Schedule
9:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m*
*Drop-off between 8:30 - 9:00 a.m.
and pick-up between 5:00 - 5:30 p.m.

Register online at www.WitteMuseum.org
or by calling at 210.357.1910.

March 12-16
Mini Witte Jr., ages 6-8 and Mini Witte, ages 9-12

Spend Spring Break at the Witte and learn how nature, science and culture meet to create one
amazing museum! In Mini Witte Jr. and Mini Witte Camps, every day is a new adventure.
Monday, discover the animals and our state's great nature in Texas Wild. Make sure to bring
your lab coat and goggles on Tuesday for a day full of science, technology, engineering and
math! On Wednesday, meet a cowboy and vaquero and leam the history of Texas. Lace up
your sneakers for a day of play and exercise in the H-E-B Body Adventure on Thursday. And
finally, on Friday, meet the dinosaurs that called this area home millions of years age. Join us

all week or for one of more of your favorite days!






















